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TITHES AGAIN 

The subject of tithes, we discover, has produced considerable 
excitement, not only in this place, but in others. ‘That this should 
be the case, we are not at all surprised, for it is certainly a sub- 
ject of great importance to the country ; inasmuch as hundreds of 
those who belong to the church of God are great sinners, if the 
divine law requires them to pay one tenth of their income for the 
support of religion. 

We received by the last mail, a letter, which we present to 
mur readers in full, that they may have “both sides ” of this, as 
well as of other subjects 





Blountville, May \8th, 1827. 

Dear Str: —In your last number of the Messenger, I discover 
au have noticed the subject of tithes, and from what you have 
said, this inference is drawn, and no doubt but that you inten. 
ded it, that is, that our preachers, the Presbyterian preachers, 
or as you would call them, Hopkinsians, say that we are bound 
to pay to them, the preachers, one tenth of all we possess of this 
world’s goods.—Now sir, if they do preach such a doctrine, 
this is the first time I have heard it, nor col believe that they 
do preach it, alioagh, 1 may be wrong, and you rigkt. This 
much I do know: they say, that all we have is of the Lord, that he 
is the author of all our blessings; that he gives and he takes away 
and that he does require of us, as his own, and his own rights, one 
tenth of our income (by income, I understand the interests are 
net profits arising from what we possess, and, I suppose they 
understand it in the same way,) this tenth, say they, the Lord re. 
quires to be givento Him, and not to the preacher; how the posses 
sor is to give it, rests with him and his God, and by them it will 
be settled, when the Lord wall call us to give an account of the 
improvement of every talent we had in possession. The prea 
cher, or any other person or persons have nothing to do with it 


more than to insist upon it as a duty we owe our kind Bene- 
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factor.—My doctrine has always been, fair play on both sid 
. let every man declaré his-opinions purely, and with candour, bu: 
let truth be his standard, and to defend it, let him exert a! 
his powers. Let him hold up truth in such a light, that all wil! 
\s 9c convinced, and fall in with him; but by all means to avoid 
little law, pitiful things, and then if he fail, he can but fail; but 
i he has the consciousness ofan approving conscience. That he 
did his duty, and did, with christian motives, defend himself and 
f his opinions. Whatcan be a more pleasing reflection than this 
~—as to the doctrine of tithes, as you call it, much may be said in 
my Opinion, in favor of it, andI fear we may etr, dangerously, if 
we attempt to say much against it. You might ask me this ques- 
tion; how will you dispose ofthis tenth? I answer, without hesi- 
tation; give it, to the spread of the gospel; send the glorious tid- 
) ings of salvation tothe heathen lands; give it to the missionary 


i) cause, to Bible societies, to Tract societies, Education societics. 
Theological seminaries, and seminaries of learning, to the rearing 
up of pious young men for the ministry, to the poor, &c. &c 
" thus say our preachers, and I say to preachers too, for the labor 
ins er is worthy of his hire. But letit be given with proper motive: 

' with a singleness of eye alone to the glory of God. This is ow 
‘ opinion, and if we err, I know we erron the safe side. On the 
i whole, I must insist, that you have grossly misrepresented this 
7 doctrine by your late publication, and when you are convince 

nt that you have done so, you will certainly consider it your duty, a 


r a christian, and as a man, to represent it in the true light, as s¢ 
forth by our preachers. You may wonder why I, being a stra: 
4 ger to you, thus address you. I answer, | believe it to be my 
lt duty so to do, and where duty calls, [ would always like to 
i 4 be. My object is, friendship among all Christians, and if they 
ei differ let it be on fair and well understood grounds. 

bi ¥ » * ¥ Your obedient servant. 

ff SAMUEL RHEA 
Rev. Tuomas SrrRInGFIEvp. 

The first thing we notice in the above letter, is the difference: 
HH which exists between us as to the amount of what weshould pay, 
that is, whether we should pay one tenth of our income, without 
i regard to our expenditures, or, whether we should pay only one? 
y tenth of the interest or net profits. Mr. Rhea is of opinion, tha‘ 
it his preachers mean the latter. In answer to this, we would say 
i; that the law of tithes is either abolished, or it is not; if it is, we 
have no more right to enforce it, than we have to enforce the law 
of sacrifice ; but, if this law of tithes was not abolished, it mus‘. 
be enforced, according to its true spirit and literal import; its 
literal import, however, and the manner in which it twas explained 
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aud practise <i by divine authority, under the old dispensation, 
was to give one tenth of the entire a and not the terest or 
net proceeds of the whole amount. It, therefore, the Hopkinsian 
preachers take upon themselves to a this divine Law, they as» 
sume high ground. 

It isnot a fact, however, that those who teach the doctrine 
in this country, agree in this modification of the law; for some 
of them contend, (as we can easily prove, and they are not 
disposed to deny) that a man is bound to pay one tenth of 
his income, though he may be making no profits. We would 
inform our respectable correspondent, that we have not made 
statements at random. We are apprized of the fact, that the 
Hopkinsian ministers do not agree among themselves, on this 
subject; with due deference, however, to the feelings of some, 
ve would say, that those who contend for one tenth of the whole 
amount, having the ceremonial law on their side, are much more 
consistent than those who have chan ged that law, so as to make 
it an entering wedge to the entire system of tithe paying. The 
latter shew, at least, much more engenuousness than the former 

The next thing we notice, is the statement, that we are not to 
rive it to the preachers but to the Lord. YT answer, that to give to 
the Lord and to give to the priests, were the same, under the law of 
tithes; so that he who gave to the preachers, was said to give to 
the Lord, and it may still be said so, if that law has not been 
abolished. The law of tithes required that one tenth of all the 
cattle, sheep, fruit, corn, &c. &ec. should be given to the pri st 
and they were to divide with the Lord, as it is called. And if the 
law is still in force, we are bound to rive one tenth to the preach- 
ers, and they are bound to give one tenth of their tenth to the Lord, 
for, we repeat, the law, if still in force, is in force as established 
by Jehovah himself, and not as Gur captetiase notions and motives 
would have it; and, we say ogain, for the instruction of our 
tithing friends, that the preachers who receive tithes, are not al- 
lowed to possess any personal property ; tor, the priests were not 
allowed to do so, and the law is either in force as it was then, o1 
abolished entirely. 

We hope our worthy correspondent, after examining the above, 
will call in his insinuations about unfair-play,” wn‘truth,” “low, 
pitiful things,” Ke. 

Our corre sponde nt thinks we have grossly misrepresented his 
preachers, &c. In answer to this, we say, that we have not only 
represented the doctrine, as set for! h in the law of tithing, but as 
it has been set forth by all of those characters that have defended 
the doctrine in different ages. [If any person doubts this, let him 
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consult the history ot tithes: See “Selden on tithes,” and othe) 
books of the kind. Wehave now before us a volume which en 
ters intoa partic ular discussion of the subject; but it is too dry 
ind prolix for us to make any extracts. 

Our worthy correspondent thinks we may “err dangerously, is 
we attempt to say muc h against’ > the doctrine of paying tithes 
His zeal for the doctrine is a sure proof of the effect alre ady pro- 
duced, onthe minds of some respectable persons, by its being pro- 
naulgate ‘d through the country. It even goes further than that ot 
his preachers; for they insist only on the doctrine as a duty we 
owe to the cause of God, in general; but he goes so far as to name 
the preachers as one object of tithing. Very good! And so soon 
as the Elders of the Churches, and the layety m general, can . 
! ‘arly inspired with the same belief, his preacher's need say 
| more!” It has been the policy of designing clergymen in ol 
rf sountries, to enlist in their service the most influential of the layety 
| well knowing that their interests would be much better served bs 
, proay than it could be by a direct application to the community in 
i person. This policy is illustrated by an elder of the Hopkinsiaw 
‘ church stepping forward in defence of tithes, and on behalf of hit 
. preachers! 

‘ His letter, though endorsed as post-miaster in Blountville, was 
K; mailed, we discover, in Rogersville. Was it offered for pubh 
cation in the “Calvinistic Magazine,” and refused, because the 
subject was considered unpopular? We guess that paper will be 
sient on this subject. 
Before we dismiss this subject (and we hope we shall not have 
ccasion to notice it again) we would say, that we believe many 
i of the most pious and respectable members of the Hopkinsia: 
hurch do not sanction the course of policy pursued by thei 
‘ preachers; not only in relation to the téhing system, but in refer- 
Ky ence to many other things. With many such we are personally 
ie). || Uucquainted, and have the best of reasons for believing that ther 
mie, are not only ignorant of their leading policy y, but also, of thei 
ahs nconsistent doctrines. ‘Constant rubbing,’ however , “wears away 
4 tone,” and the eonstant and familiar intercourse between the 
At ministry and membership, insensibly begets a similarity of senti- 
ment and feeling, until every thing the “preacher” says is bot! 
low and gospel. 


: 
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‘ UNION SOCIETIES. 

3 : will be recollected, by many of our readers, that the editci 
( the Armenian and Instructor, (now called the Holston Confer 
t ence Messenger) made some p lain remarks some time ago, about 





he “American ” or “ National Sunday 8S ' 

We have watched the progress of that society, in the Kastern 
Siates, with an eye of scrutiny, we acknowledge; and have been 
zreauy astonished, that it has not been made the subj} ct of ani 
madversiou by many others. That soc lety was iormed for the 
professed purpose of wniting all religious denominations, mm the 
nstruction of the rising generation. And so completely did the 


project succeed, that soon after its organization, nearly hee hun 
dred thousand children were subject to its controul. ‘The mana- 
rers, to give if popularity, appointed distinguished persons ol 


lifferent denominations, as nominal officers; but took care to retam 
n the hands of Presbyterians, (or Hopkimsian cougregationalists, ) 
ihe entire controul of the whole machinery. ‘They published and 
irculated books. formed societies, raised funds, &c. &c. until. 
hey were enabled toemploy more than thirty Missionaries! ‘This 
ive looked upon as a strange movement. Thirty, and more Hop 
‘insian preachers employed by a society, professedly composed 
i different denominations! We are truly glad to see that th 
hristian Advocate has noticed this subject. It is certamly bet- 
‘er prepared, to do so, with advantage, than any paper in the 
nited States. It has, at this time, more than (twelve thousand 
subscribers, scattered over the continent ; in many parts of which 
the ‘* National Sunday School Society” is extending its influence, 
tor the purpose of abetting a particular sect. ‘The great mass 
{ the people, in the western country, have no more idea of th 
if { p-laid St hemes which are now pre eressing, uw the eastern 
States, to establish one seet, than they have of Symmes’ or Gaines 
system of Astronomy. ‘The duty is certainly painful, but the i 
‘erests of the church require it, that su h schemes should be 
developed 
We hope to find room for the piece alluded to in our next num. 


ROM THE CHRISTIAY ADVOCATE AND JOURNAL. 


“A brand plucked from the burning.”’ 

In the month of November, 1823,as a young man was con 
mencing his itinerant labours on D—-—— circuit, he preached at 
the house of brother S. R., and in speaking tothe class,a young 
woman, a dackslider, manifested a desire toreturn to the Lord, 
and to the bosom of the church, from which she had withdrawn 
With an eye particularly to her case a prayer meeting was ap 
pointed for the evening, at which, in its progress, her exercises 
were such as set description at defiance. I shall only give voi 


a correct a view as I can, and leave vouto conceive 1 erst 
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At the close of an exhortation she fell upon her knees; made a 
very affecting confession of her backslidings, and of her ingrati- 
tude to her brethren, and entreated them to forgive her, and ex- 
tend to her the hand of pity; to assist her in returning to the 
path of virtue and piety, avowing her resolution to devote her- 
self to the service of the Lord. Such, however, had been the 
instability of her course, that they heard her with distrust, but 
engaged, notwithstanding, in prayer in her behalf. Her distress 
of mind appeared to be great, and continually toincrease. The 
brethren prayed till their strength failed, when she rose and walk 
ed the floor with agony. <A venerable local preacher was pres 
ent, and was singing: she appeared at this time to regard him 
with peculiar malignity, and making a pass at him, with a hide 
ous shriek, as if she would devour him, her strength failed, and she 
fell to the foor apparently in convulsions. Her language was ex 
pressive of remorse for the past, and of horror at her present 
situation and future prospects. After she had Jain upon the floor 
for perhaps an hour and a half, the preacher went to her to en 
courage her to return to the Lord; and taking her by the hand 
was about to apeek, when she cast her eyes wishfully upon him, 
and pathetically exclaimed, Why, why will you torment me be- 
fore the time by your prayers?” .Before he had time to reply 
her countenance changed, her eyes assumed a desperate wildness, 
and fixing upon him a look of the deadliest malice, she made an 
effort as ifshe would tear him in pieces. But her strength not 
being sufficient she gave a ghastly shriek, and turned from him 
in consternation.— Believing that she was possessed of a devil, 
he exhorted the brethren to be fervent in prayer, and again they 
engaged in prayer for her. 

By this time the friends had placed her in an easy chair before 
the fire, and while some were singing the hymn beginning 

‘Jesus my all to heaven is gone,” 

her distress seemec gradually to abate, and she mildly exclaimed 
“Glory, glory.’’ After the hymn was ended, she openly and 
unostentattously professed that God had healed her backsli- 
dings, am! declared her fixed resolution to be faithful in the ser- 
vice of.the Lofd, Tour weeks after this she joined the society, 
and has ever since evinced by her walk and conversation that she 
has not received the “grace of God in vain.””, Oh may she contin- 
ve faithful until death; and may this encourage others who are in 
the snare of the devil, to cry mightily to Him who is stronger than 
the strong man armed. 


One of the last Buenos Ayres papers states that the Congress 
of the New Republic of Bolivar has decreed the dissolution of al! 
‘he monastic establishments of that country Balt. Herald. 
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Friract of a lett * from the late Rev. Levi Pareons, to | jather 
| dated Syria, October 15, 1824. 

‘‘During my sickness. | have had occasion often to bless ms 
parents for teaching me the Scriptures. When a very little child. 
my parents re quired me to learn the twe ‘ith chapter of Ecelesias 

tes, twelfth chapter of Romans, and the twelfth chapter of Hi 

brews. Almost every verse of these chapters has ever since re 

mained in my mind. And twe nty-five years after, when on a sick, 
and in the opinion of all around, a dying bed, some of these pas 
sages gave me the greatest consolation. 

“No person in this world will fully value the instruction of very 
little children. Impressions then made are remembered, and be 
yond a doubt lead many to repentance, twenty, thirty, or filty 
years after. Your exertions, my father, for Sabbath Schools. 
give me great pleasure. How many children will bless you, years 
hence, when de -parting from the world to their final Judge 

‘“} wish you, my father, to remember me to all sabbath schoo! 
teachers you may see in your missions. Greatly encourage them 
in their work. Their reward will be more precious than gold 
The thanks of one dying pupil will be a compensation of more 

value than the world. 

“Satan well knows that this system is taking ~_ p hold of his 
kingdom, and for this reason hé will discourage teachers, telling 
‘hem that children are no better, but rather worse.” 

From the Morning Slai 
4 SOLEMN WARNING TO UNIVERSALISTS 

it seldom becomes our duty to record a circumstance so int 
‘sting as the following. Itis with candor that I ask those who 
fenominate themselves Universalists, and finally, all the indiffeg 
‘nt people to religion, to read with unprejudiced attention the ac 
count of a dying man, who lately departed this life, in this vi- 

inity. 

The subject of this obi ituary was George Robinson. He died 
of cor isumption in Epsom, N. H. March 27th, 1827, in the 47th 
vear of hisage. Hehad resided in Lowell, Mass. some time pre 
vious to his last sickness; and from thence wa$ remgpved to his 
friendsin this town. What Mr. Robinson’s life and conduct 
were, previous to his being attacked by that wasting disease, 


which terminates the mortal career of sv large a proportion of 


the human family, lam unprepared to say, any further than his 
friends have informed me that he manifested a total indifference to 
religion—that he was a decided advocate for the doctrine of uns 
versalism, and consequently lived a very careless life with respect 


to the safety of his soul. This was his cendition till a few month: 
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previous to his departure, when finding . himself Hoating SW iftiy 
on the tide of life, into an unknown ocean, he made a clase exam, 
ination into the reality of his pretended theory ka which he had 
embarked .for eternity. He soon found. his bark was a ‘yery 
crazy and leaky one, and made several ‘unsuccessful efforts to re 
pair damages, if possible, to make it answer.a temporary .purpose 
so thathe might get out to sea with safety, imagining that al! 
would then be well. -While thus busily employed ip repairing 
his bark, no one stood at hekn to manage it out of the harber 
He struggled to require his former ppsition, if possible, to direct 
it himself, but too late, for now he had ‘fallen into the rapids of a 
consumption. His bark was sinking, and an awful storm with 
the high winds of heaven were spreading their fury against it.— 
The dcean in sight was’in violent agitation, and fear of dashing 
against the: hard rocks of death ‘was now writhing every .nerye anc 
fibre of his soul; and when neither sun nor'stars for many days 
appeared, and rio small tempest lay on his poor soul, all hope that 
he should be saved (if he remained in /Ais bark)-waS then taken 
away... Here I shall papas figure, and give a plain statement of 
facts. 0” ™s 
He first made known the exercise of his troubled soul on thé 
eighth of the samy month, on which he died. - This was done by 
his sending for a young.preacher of his acquaintange, who resid 
ed d mile or two’ distant, to conte and see him as+soon as passible 
‘The messenger readily complied with the invitation, and went 
immediately to the house, where he found the poor sin-sick soul}, 
who had sent'for-him, in the keenest'agonies. Here I shall tran 
scribe our brother’s words, who was called’ in to see his neigh- 
bor in this affecting condition. ' The following is from his pen: 
“About three weeks before his death, I first'saw him under a 
sense of his lost situation. On entering the room and approath- 
ing his bed-side, he exclaimed in a‘ flood of tears, and extended 
his feeble pand toward me,‘*How shall I meet you? I have turn 
ed away from the Company of Christians; J am now abou to meet 
my judge, and shall I be driven from them there? I ‘have sinned 
against so mucb light, and have been so great a sinner, that | 
fear there iSno mercyfor me. I have many times feit strong con- 
viction ; *my heart has been almost ready to"burst, but I strové to 
conceal it. I read the Bible, or such texts as most’ favored my 
pretended belief, for the purpose of contending|with others of a dif- 
ferent: ‘opinidn. ~ Now I am on my death bed, a poor time to, beg 
fo mercy !~Should God raise me to health again, could I ever 
be the same man that I have been? O, could I see my. former 
companions in sin; I would warn them to’ flee from thé wrath to 
come. ‘he fear of being langhed at, has also hindered me from 
seeking an interest inthe Saviour.- I hope, "however, that there 


is alitile mercy fer me. God have mercy on me,” was his prayer 
continually 
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ian of pleasure,’ (says Dr. Youn 
young Alta montin his expiring moments 


vy, on visilin 
, whose last hours sue 

ested the most painful sensations,and whose confession of erron 
and danger of opinien, with respect to the true religion of . lesus 
Christ, furnishes us witha parallell circumstance to that of Mi 
Robinson,) “what is a man.of pain?” 

“But,” continues our brother, “he remained in this situation, 
that is in prayer) until about 4 o’clock in the afternoon. (It was 
itbouttwo o’clock when our brother, arrived at the house.) At 
four he appeared to be a little composed, and said he felt his dis 
ress ina manner removed. Soon after he fellasleep. After sleep- 
ing a few minutes, he awoke, continued praying, and at about 
ine or ten o’clock in the evening, his mind was more calm, and 
he said he thought he had some hope inthe Redeemer. He 
dthe 


talk 
rreater part of the time until morning, when his mind was 


till more composed. He spoke of his change of heart consider- 
ablv, and prayed for a deep work of grace. In the morning I 
beft him. Some few days afterwards I went again to see him, and 
found him rejoicing in hepe of a glorious immortality Ile spoke 


the great change of mind he had —— rienced—said he now 
ready to die at any time when God should call him; and 


\a 


‘ le 


amen that nothing but a change of heart would answer in 
dying hour.” 
In this comfortable exercise of mind, Mr. Rob n continued 
the chief of the time until he was called away from time to im- 


a 


mortality. It was remarked by many people who calle 


d occas 
ovally tr 


to visithim, that they never saw a happier person. A pi 
ous sisterof his, has since remarked to me, that one day while 
laying upun his pillow, praising his Redeemer, he made this state 
ment, “could I have all this eacth for my possession, and in a mo- 


hep t 


ment be restored to health, by. giving up my hope, 1 am sure } 
vould not accept it. Iam going to be with Christ which is fa: 
better.’ I went to see him aday or two previous to his exit; 
and am prepared to say, I never saw a person more reconciled to 
the Divine will, than he appeared to be. He spake freely, of the 
glorious change which he recently eX perparee by divine grace; 
and one remark, which I will here add, made a very deep impres- 
sion on my mind. Said he, “I feel so much of God’s love, 
what can I fear? can I fear todie? no, if God should call at 
mid-night, or mid-day, sunrise or sunset, I fear not to go—bles 
ed be his name.”’ Thought I, what good is there in Universal- 
ism, or any other theory of religion, without the grace of God in 
he heart. Oh, would to God, that I could see every Universal- 
ist coming to timely repentance, and fleeing from the wrath te 
come, Poor souls, ten thousand fears rush on my nerves that 
their platform will sink, and give thousands an eternal downfall 


‘ato hell.” Ten instances of death-bed confessions of Univers 
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salists, can be shewn where one instance can be exhibited 
that any rational person died in beleif of its reality. May God 
set this home on the heart of every reader, and reclaim every sou! 
before they are swept off with the refuge of lies. 

At Mr. Robinson’s funeral a discourse was delivered by the 
author of these remarks from Prov.xiv, 32. “The wicked is driy. 
en away in his wickedness; but the righteous hath hope in his 
death.” A widow; parents, brothers and sisters, with other re 
lations, are left to mourn their loss, but they mourn not as thoss 
who have no hope of the salvation of their departed relative. 


ARTHUR CAVERNO 





ACCOUNT OF THE DEATH OF A PROF 
LIGATE MAN. 

Several years ago, a minister of our church was call 

ed upon to visit aman who, it was thought some weeks 


before, could not survive twenty-four hours. All his 
neighbors were astonished that this life was protracted 


‘so long. He partook of no nourishment, and was the 


most emaciated being the writer ever saw. The minis 

ter made no delay in visiting this man. When he en- 
tered the room, he recognized in him a man who had 
often cursed him, and upon every occasion reviled him. 
This circumstance operated powerfully upon the mind 
of the minister, who determined te meet the dying man 
in the mildest and most affectionate manner, whilst hi 

sighed to God for wisdom and grace, to make his visi! 
and conversation profitable. A conversation soon en- 
sued, and tears flowed from the eyes of the miserable 
being, who was too feeble to wipe them away. He then 
requested that all persons should leave the room, in 
order that he might have .a confidential conversation 
with the minister. His request was granted. He now 
commenced; ‘‘gir, you are my minister; [ mean, you 
ought to have beenso; but alas! I misrepresented yeur 
best acts—miscenstrued your declarations, and deserted 
you andthe church. I understand English and speak 
it with so much facility as the German—indeed I seldom 
speak any other language. And yet, infatuated wretch 
that I was, I considered it a crime in you to introduce 
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English preaching. [was opposed to all innovations 
in the church, without investigating the nature thereof, 
to ascertain whether it would be advantageons te admit 
them. I did not then reflect, that if all innovations 
ought to be opposed, then the reformation by Luther 
should have been opposed. It was opposed by such 
wicked men as I am, and with as little success as I op- 
posed you.”” He then wept bitterly and proceeded. 
‘‘T ought to have known, that it was your duty to pro- 
mote the cause of Christ, no matter by what language, 

and I well knew that many young people of the church 
did not understand the German language. Be that as 
it may, I ceased supporting you and the church. From 
that time the devil obtained full power over me—L be- 

came entangled in disputes with most of my neighbors 
—I read the Bible occasionally, but only to find fault 
with other persons, and at length with the Bible itself 
—I commenced drinking to access, and O! IL must tell 
‘you, otherwise I cannot die, l committed— ? Af.- 
ter some time he became somewhat composed, and see- 
ing a dog in the room, said, ‘*f am more worthless than 
that dog!” 

The minister held out to him the gospel plan of sal- 
vation for some time, to which the man paid great atten- 
tion and said it was admirable. ‘The minister then pro- 
posed to pray. ‘*Doso that [may hear prayer before 
{ go to hell—it can do me, however, no good—not that 
your prayer will not be sincere and forvent—but God is 
just and holy— I have sinned against Him as long as I 
could, and in His justice He must condemn me to the 
flames of hell.” 

This man was as sane as any ever has been—he de- 
parted without giving any evidence of hope. 

Let the enemy of religion take warning!! Conscience 
will awake. Let every faithful minister of the gospel 
rest assured, that his enemies will acknowledge their 


folly, if not ice. i in the world to come!! 
Evangelical Latheran Intelligencer 
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t'rom Head’s Travels in South Americg, 
RELIGION IN SOUTH AMERICA. 

“When it is considered that the churches in South America 
were principally built for the conversion of the Indians to the 
Christian faith, it is melancholy to think that the priests should 
have attempted, by the pomp of their temples, and by the mum- 
mery of candles and pictures, and images to have done what 
by reason and kindness, and humility, would surely have been 
better performed. But their secret object was to extort mo 
ney; and it is always easier to extract a crowd of people by 
bad passions than by good, they therefore made. their temples 
as attractive as possible, and men were called to see and tc 
admire, instead of to listen and to reflect. 

“During the short time I was at Santiago, I was constantly 
occupied in gaining information, without which I could not 
have commenced my inspection of the mines; and as many un- 
foreseen difficulties were impeding my progress, and occupying 
my attention, I had neither time nor inclination to enter into 
any sort of society, or to see any more of Santiago than what 
chanced to be going on in the streets. 

“The town is full of priests—the people are consequently in- 
dolent and immoral, and I certainly never saw more sad exam- 
ples of the effects of bad education, or a state of society more 
deplorable. The streets ure crowded with a set of lazy, indo- 
lent, bloated monks and priests, with their heads shaved in dif- 
ferent ways wearing enormous flat hats and dressed, some in 
white serge cowls and gowns, and others in black. The men 
all touch their hats.to these drones who are alsoto be seen in 
the houses, leaning over the backs of their chairs, and talking 
to women who are evidently the most abandoned class of socie- 
ty. The number of people of this discription at Santiago is 
quite extraordinary. The lower rooms of the most reputable 
houses are invariably let to them, and it is really shocking be 
yond description to see them sitting at their doors with a can 
dle in the back part of the room burning before the sacrec 
images and pictures. 

“The power of the priests has diminished very much sinc 
the revolution. Still the hold they have upon society is quite 
surprising. The common people laugh at their immorality 
yet they go to them for images and pictures, and they send 
their wives and daughters to confess to them. Three times a 
day the people in the streets take off their hats, or fall down on 
their knees. Every quarter of an hour during the night, the 
watchman of each street sings as loud as he is able a prayer of 
‘Ave Maria purissima,’ and then chants the hour and crip 
tion of the night. 
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“® During the day one constantly meets a calash drawn by two 
mules, driven by a dirty boy in a poncho, and followed by a line 
of inhabitants with their hats off, each carrying a lighted can- 
dle in a lantern; every individual in the street kneels, andjthose 
who have windows towards <he streets, (who are generally the 
‘emales I have described) are obliged to appear with a lighted 
candle. In the inside of the carriage sits) a priest with his 
hands uplifted and clasped. In this system of depravity the 
great sinner pardons the little one. Sins are put into: one scale, 
and money into the other and intent upon the balance, both par- 
ies forget the beauty and simplicity of the religion which thev 
nominally profess.” 
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Rome, Dec. 10.—Private Correspondence.—I told you about a 
month ago, that Pope Leo XII, was going to re-establish the 
teudal system. ‘The affair is settled; and the first fact will be fol 
owed by many others, which will speedily produce the most dis 
‘strous results. His infallibility has just reconstitutedeas perpet 
ial fief, the vast estate of Conca, in favor of the most Holy con 
rreration of the Inquisition. A few days afterwards the same 
rerogatives were granted tothe famous Chapter of St. Peter, in 
Vaticano, by conferring on it the equally great estate known by 
the name of the Campo Morto, with the entire criminal and civil 
jurisdiction. These two estates are in Romagna. The jurisdic: 
tion which is granted to them carries with it the right of immuni 
or asylum, and the criminals who take refuge in those places are 
safe against the demands of justice. The contents of this Bull, 
is weil as those ofall Papal Bulls, were knowmsome weeks before 
twas published, and it has already produced its fruit. The 
opulace of Rome were no sooner acquainted with this sovereign 
yrder, than they manifested the most lively joy. They may in- 
lulge with impunity in all kinds .of excess. Accordingly, ever 
since the beginning of December, we hear in the streets the cry 
of ¢ Asylum: Asylum! His Holiness has re-established the Asy- 
‘ums!’ It is but one step between the desire and necessity of proft oe 
ing by them.’ BS 
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Spanish Pitety.—In Spain plays are performed for the benefit of 
ie virgins and saints, and balls are given forthe deliverance of 
souls from purgatory. On an occasion of the above kind, a play- 
vill was exhibited, couched in the following terms: “To the rhe 
“mpress of Heaven, mother of the eternal world, the leading ‘| 
star of all Spain, the consolation, faithful sentinel, ‘and bulwark a 
fall Spania*ds, the most holy Mary. For the benefit, and for 
‘he increase of her worship, the comedians of Seville will per 
orm 2 very pleasant comedy, entitled El Legatario.”’ 
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Fizurvicl of a letter from a correspondent, residentat Buenos Ayres, to 
the Editor of the Christian Herald, dated 
BuENos AYRES, S. A. Oct. 25, 1826. 
Buenos Ayres is a fine cily, pleasantly situated and gradually 
improving under the influence of republican institutions. Thy 
Catholic religion prevails in this country, but the priests, as fo: 
merly, do not bearrule; no less than 584 of these fellows who 
were impoverishing the credulous by begging, and performing 
religous rites, were set adrift in one day, but a few years since, 
their property confiscated and putinto the public treasury. The 
buildings which were formerly occupied as monasteries, &c. are 
now converted to the use of colleges, schools, and other usefu! 
purposes. 





Philo-Judean Female Association —Yesterday, the first meeting 
of this society was held at the Crown And Anchor, Strand, the 
Right Hon. Lady Georgiana Wolfe in the chair. The meeting 
was very numerously attended, there being npwards of 1000 la 
dies preSent;and about half a dozen gentlemen. The object « 
the society is the conversion of the Jews in England 

| London Paper 


The Irish Catholics, in their petition to the British Pariiamen 
state, and with truth, that the Episcopal Church of Ireland, as by 
law established, is the richest in the world, while the Irish peo- 
ple, by whom it is supported, are the poorest in the world. 

[ National Gazetle 
ON THE CULTIVATION OF TASTE. 

A female of a cultivated taste has an influence upow 
society wherever she moves. She carries with her tha 
secret attractive charm which operates like magic upon 
the beholder, fixes the attention and softens the “feelings 
of the heart like those benign influences over which we 
have no control. It is impossible to be long in her pre 
sence without feeling the superiority of that intellectual 
acquirement whic h so dignifies her mind and person. 
Her words and actions are dictated by its power ¢ and 
give ease and grace to her motions. The cultivation of 
a correct taste is so joined in affinity with the social af 
fections that it is almost impossible to improve the on 
without affecting the other. For it is seldom that we 
see this resplendent qualification attached to minds un- 
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der the influence of moral principles neglectful of those 
social feelings which cement society together, and pre- 
serve it from jaring innovations. Itis needful in every 
department of life; and more of our happiness is derived 
from this source than we are often aware. 

Leok at domestic scenes with a discerning eye, and see 
the movements of a woman of taste. If she is the head of 
a family order appears to be the first law which governs 
and controls her actions. All her affairs are planned 
with wisdom; confusion and discord never disturb her 
mind. Her house is the seat of social happiness, where 
the stranger and friend can repose with delight; for neat- 


ness and order are the inmates- of her habitation. The, 


proud pedant may boast of her superiority in the literary 
world; yet, if she is destitute of that delicacy which sof- 
‘ens and dignifies the female character, she must certainly 
yield up her ascendency over the moral world, to that 
woman (who perhaps in science is greatly her inferior) 
who has by a constant attentien to this criterion of the 
female character, acquired that knowledge of the propri- 
ety of conduct which regulates her actions and causes her 
io shine by her own lustre. When this faculty is cultiv 

ated, the best use is made of every thiug which surrounds 
us. The moral intellectual and physical world present a 
volume ever open for instruction; and subjects adapted to 
the capacity for improvement are always selected by the 
correct taste for meditation and reflection. The beautiful 
and subiime are contemplated with increasing pleasure, 
and every object which strikes the eye affords matter for 
improvement, and is monopolized-io the best advantage 

A woman of taste can render a cottage far more desira 

ble than a palace without it; for if providence has been 
less bountiful to herof its rich gifts, yet, by the influence 
of this superior faculty; the eye is made to rest with the 
same delight upon that arrangement of its goods, as if 
abundance had been poured intoherlap. The direction 
of the female mind is not made to depend upon that variety 
of scientific pursuits as many might conclude; but more 
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upon certain incidents or associations which take place 

inearly life. Multiplicity of objects confuse the mind 
and leave itembarrassed; when ifa plain and simple sub. 

ject was unfolded with perspicuity and ease, the mind 
would readily embrace the truthand achannel of correct 
{hinking would be open which it could pursue, with stead- 
iness and perseverance. The taste thus early cultivated 
would unite with the more vigorous faculties of the under 

standing and blend together untill the character was torm- 
ed. The grand object in view relative to the female char 

acter is moral beauty; ,and in my opinion, the early 
cultivaton of taste with a proper attention to the under 

standing, heart, and social affections, would make the 
nearest approaches to thisacme of human knowledge, 
for which the female charscter was designed. It is te be 
lamented that persons of piety should consider this as a 
subject of little importance compared with others, when 
others are so much affected by it. ‘Truly piety and virtue 
would shine with double lustre where the faculty of taste 


is properly regarded. Zion's Herald. 


EXCERPTS. 

Scnootmasrers.—Of all professions and employments in tli 
world, a schoolmaster for teaching youth, is of the greatest im 
portance to mankind; for next to the great Creator, he has the 
formation of them; a great genius may be crushed in the bud 
and die; a little genius may be cultivated to a good growth and 
live, which without great care would have perished —Dr. James 
Houston’s Memoirs. 

Hapriness.—True happiness resides alone in the mind, and 
whoever bunts after it elsewhere will never find it—Caéo’s Letters 

A humour apt to put great weight upon small matters, and 
consequently to make much trouble out of little, is the greatest 
ingredient to unhappiness of life, the contrary the greatest happi 
ness.— Temple’s Works. 

Sicxness.—Sickness is a sort of old age; it teaches us a diff 
dence in our earthly state, and inspires us with the thoughts of a 
future, better than a thousand volumes of philosopbers and di 
vines. It gives so warning a concussion to those props of ou: 
vanity, our strength and youth, that we think of fortifying our- 
selves within when there is so little dependence on our on! 
works.— Pope. 





